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Sean Eskovitg

Commisstoner, Far Politieal Practces Commivsion
cis Munger, Tolles & Qlson LLP

355 South Grand Avenae, 35" Floor

Los Angales, Culifornia 9007 1-1560

Near Comunssioner BEskovile:

Farge you to vole in favor of supporting Assombly 131l 2239, whieh ) authered o increase
cundidale lransparency while substantially reducing the need for independent expendilures. AB
223915 part ol ilem 417 on your April § agendy. FPPC 1917 has ol faken a position on this bilt.

Under current kiw, campaipn finance reports ure Niled as infrequently as a semi-annual basis
durtng non-clection perids and every other moenth during pre-clestion periods. TFor eximple, a
canchdate on the ballot in tune 2012 filed semi-annual statements in 200 1 from January L-June
A and July J-December 31 and preselection statements in 2012 from Janvary |-March 17,
March [8-May 24, and May 25-June 30,

My bill. AB 2239, will requive that candidules report contributions and expenditures within 24
hours. With this mote rupid repoiting requirement, trangparency will be greatly inereased and
will allow the public and waichdog organizations 10 benter manitor the Now of political moncy
and hold polilicians aceountable,

In 2000, Cahformia voters appruved Proposition 34 in an effort to “put the brakes on special
inferest money™ and “linit cpmpaign spending.” However, efforts 1o plage campaign
contrihution limits on candidates has proven to be an abject Galure. Sioce Prop 34 passed.
independent expenditures bave inereased a stunmng 6000%. fadependent expenditures have
reduced accountability and reduced Iransparency.

Prop 34°s atempls 1o it money in politics have had the umniended consequences of making
maney harder W trace and reducing candidite accoumability. Ending 1he Prop 34 caps will
render unaccountable independent expendiiures and shadowy IE PACS wmeeessary, lcaving
candidates responsible for the contributions they receive and 1he spending they nake,

Eliminating Prop 34 limits while regquining 24-hour diselosure of contributions and expendiures
i the anly wiy 10 hold politicians accountable 10 the pubhic and render independent expendituees
unnecessary, so 1 respecttially urge you to vole in favor of supporting AB 2239,
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